
 

Reflection on the 
Nicene Creed   



 

The Creed 
I believe in one God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
And of all things visible and invisible: 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Being of one substance with the Father, 
By whom all things were made; 
Who for us men, and for our salvation came down from heaven, 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
And was made man, 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: 
Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
The Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceedeth from the Father, 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, 
Who spake by the Prophets. 
 
And I believe in one Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 
 
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead, 
 
And the life of the world to come. Amen  
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Reflection 
Since the creation of the world God’s invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by 

the things that are made, even His eternal power and divine nature, so that all people are 

without excuse. He is the Father of all, and the almighty unchanging creator of all that is visible 

and invisible. 

 

All of creation was made by the Father through his only-begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Without Him nothing was made that has been made. The Son is eternal, sharing in the nature of 

the Father. Sharing in the same light, being, and substance of the Father. He is the ruler of all 

creation before which every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, to 

the glory of God the Father. 

 

The Lord entered into creation, taking on flesh through the Holy Spirit and being born of the 

Virgin Mary. He became a man and was crucified for the sake of mankind under Pontius Pilate. 

Having suffered and died, he rose again to life on the third day as was promised by the 

Prophets. Ascending to the heavenly realms where he now reigns with the Father, he is our 

High Priest interceding on behalf of those who have been given to him. He awaits the end of all 

things, wherein he will judge both the living and the dead, and he shall reign forevermore with 

his bride, the Church. 

 

The Holy Spirit is Lord, giver and sustainer of life. Proceeding from the Father through the Son 

and worthy of worship together with them. They are one Holy, Holy, Holy, God in three persons.  

 

It is only by the work of the Spirit within the Christian that they find union with Christ, escape 

from death, and find mercy at the final judgement. The Spirit is sustainer, comforter, and 

intercessor for all God's people. It spoke through the Apostles and Prophets, and that same 

Spirit binds together the people of God from all ages and nations into the body of which Christ is 

the head. 

 

This is the foundation of true religion, of the fear of God, and the beginning of all wisdom. 

Without this no man may be saved. 

 



 

The body of Christ, known as the church, cannot be divided and for this reason it is called 

catholic, which means universal. It persists in the faith which has been believed everywhere, 

always and by all the faithful. Maintaining the faith that has been handed over by the apostles, 

from those through whom the Gospel has come down, which they did at one time proclaim in 

public, and, at a later period, by the will of God, handed down in the Scriptures, to be the ground 

and pillar of true faith. 

 

The word Church has two meanings. One of which means the congregation of all true saints, 

who believe in Christ the Head and are sanctified by his Spirit. This is the living and truly holy 

mystical body of Christ, known only to God, who alone understands the hearts of men. The 

second meaning is that of all who are baptised in Christ, who have not openly denied him nor 

been lawfully and by his Word excommunicated. This meaning of “Church” corresponds to its 

status in this life in that in it the good are mixed with the evil. 

 

All believers enter the Church through Baptism, their immersion in water calling on God the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. It is the pledge of a clear conscience before God. 

For if the body is washed but not the mind, it profits nothing. The Holy Spirit either going before 

or following it falls upon those who believe and without which no one can be saved. 

 

For just as death entered the world with sin Christ’s conquest over it reaches fruition in the 

resurrection of the dead. Wherein, the believer is made immortal, incorrupt, and the impulses of 

sin will cease. They will live forever as Christ now lives having conquered death to rescue his 

church. This is the hope of the baptised, that those who die in Christ will be raised to be with 

him in the fullness of time. 

 

As Christ was raised in the flesh so shall his Church. Drawn from every tribe and tongue they 

will be healed. Bodily will they be raised to see the Lord face to face. 

 

The world will pass away and a new heavens and new earth will be established under Christ 

whose rule has no end. Liberated from the curse of sin the new creation will shine with 

perfection through communion with the Holy Spirit. For those in Christ brother will then speak 

peace to sister without confusion, for all are one in Christ, at rest in one light. 

 



 

It is impossible to speak or to recount the wealth of Christians, which is infinite and 

incomprehensible. As in the sea it is impossible to comprehend the measure of its water. As in 

the land it is impossible to understand it's majesty. As in the air it is impossible to know the 

greatness of the stars, or their courses.  

 

Rejoice therefore and be glad because such an inheritance is prepared for Christians. For the 

inheritance and portion of Christians is God Himself who is worthy of all glory and honour and 

power.  

 

Let glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now 

and ever shall be, world without end.  

 

Amen 

 

   



 

Outline 

I. Of God the Father 

Since the creation of the world1 God’s invisible attributes2 are clearly seen, being understood by 

the things that are made3, even His eternal power4 and divine nature5, so that all people are 

without excuse6. He is the Father of all7, and the almighty8 unchanging9 creator10 of all that is 

visible and invisible11. 

II. Of God the Son 

All of creation12 was made by the Father through13 his only-begotten14 Son15, the Lord Jesus 

Christ16. Without Him nothing was made that has been made17. The Son is eternal18, sharing in 

the nature of the Father19. Sharing in the same light20, being21, and substance22 of the Father. He 

is the ruler of all creation23 before which every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, to the glory of God the Father24. 

 

1 Genesis 1:1 
2 Isaiah 40:28 
3 Psalm 95:3-5 
4 Psalm 90:2 
5 Exodus 3:14 
6 Romans 1:20 
7 Matthew 6:9, Ephesians 4:6 
8 Exodus 6:3, Acts 17:25 
9 Malachi 3.6 
10 Isaiah 45:18 
11 Romans 1:20 
12 Colossians 1:16 
13 Romans 11:36, Hebrews 1:1-2 
14 John 3:16 
15 Psalm 2:7, Matthew 3:17, Mark 1:11, Hebrews 1:5 
16 Romans 1:4, Revelation 22:20 
17 John 1:3, Colossians 1:16 
18 John 1:18, Revelation 1:8 
19 John 10:38, Philippians 2:6 
20 John 17:5 
21 John 14:9 
22 John 10:30, Colossians 2:9 
23 1 Peter 3:22 
24 Philippians 2:10-11 



 

The Lord entered into creation25, taking on flesh through the Holy Spirit26 and being born of the 

Virgin Mary27. He became a man28 and was crucified for the sake of mankind29 under Pontius 

Pilate30. Having suffered31 and died32, he rose again to life on the third day33 as was promised by 

the Prophets34. Ascending to the heavenly realms35 where he now reigns with the Father36, he is 

our High Priest37 interceding on behalf of those who have been given to him38. He awaits the 

end of all things, wherein he will judge both the living and the dead39, and he shall reign 

forevermore40 with his bride, the Church41. 

III. Of God the Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is Lord42, giver and sustainer of life. Proceeding from the Father through the 

Son43 and worthy of worship together with them. They are one Holy, Holy, Holy, God44 in three 

persons.  

 

It is only by the work of the Spirit45 within the Christian that they find union with Christ46, escape 

from death, and find mercy at the final judgement47. The Spirit is sustainer48, comforter49, and 

25 John 6:38 
26 Matthew 1:18 
27 Luke 1:31-35 
28 John 1:14 
29 Luke 23:33, Luke 23:47, John 6:51, Hebrews 9:26 
30 John 19: 6 
31 Mark 8: 31 
32 Luke 23: 53, 1 Corinthians 15: 4 
33 Matthew 16:21 
34 Jonah 1:17, Isaiah 53:5, Psalm 16:8-11 
35 Luke 24: 51; Acts 1: 10 
36 Acts 7:55 
37 Psalm 110:4, Hebrews 6:20, Hebrews 7:26--27 
38 Isaiah 53:12, John 17:1-11, Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25, 
39 Acts 1:10,11, Revelation 1:7, John 5:22, Acts 10:42, 1 Corinthians 15:23, Revelation 20:11-12 
40 Daniel 7:9-14, 2 Peter 1:10-11 
41 Ephesians 5:22-33, Revelation 20:6, Revelation 21:2, Revelation 22:17 
42 2 Corinthians 3:17 
43 John 15: 26 
44 Deuteronomy 6:4 
45 John 3:5,  
46 Acts 4:12 
47 1 John 5:4, Revelation 2:11, Revelation 20:6, Revelation 21:8 
48 Psalm 104:29-30, Job 33:4, John 6:63, John 7:37-39 
49 Acts 9:31, John 14:16 



 

intercessor50 for all God's people. It spoke through the Apostles51 and Prophets52, and that same 

Spirit binds together the people of God from all ages and nations53 into the body54 of which 

Christ is the head55. 

 

This is the foundation of true religion56, of the fear of God57, and the beginning of all wisdom58. 

Without this no man may be saved59. 

IV. Of the Church 

The body of Christ60, known as the church61, cannot be divided62 and for this reason it is called 

catholic, which means universal63. It persists in the faith which has been believed everywhere, 

always and by all the faithful64. Maintaining the faith that has been handed over by the 

apostles65, from those through whom the Gospel has come down66, which they did at one time 

proclaim in public67, and, at a later period, by the will of God, handed down in the Scriptures68, to 

be the ground and pillar of true faith69. 

 

The word “church” has two meanings. One of which means the congregation of all true saints, 

who believe in Christ the Head and are sanctified by his Spirit70. This is the living and truly holy 

mystical body of Christ, known only to God, who alone understands the hearts of men71. The 

50 Romans 8:26-27 
51 Matthew 10:20, John 14:26, John 16:13, 1 Corinthians 2:13 
52 2 Samuel 23:2, 1 Peter 1:10-12, 2 Peter 1:21 
53 Ephesians 4:1-6 
54 Romans 12:5, 1 Corinthians 10:17, 1 Corinthians 12:27, Ephesians 4:12, Hebrews 13:3 
55 1 Corinthians 11:3, Ephesians 1:22-23, Ephesians 5:23, Colossians 1:18 
56 Deuteronomy 10:12 
57 Romans 10:10, Theodore of Mopsuestia: Commentary on the Nicene Creed. Chapter 1 
58 Proverbs 9:10 
59 Romans 10:10 
60 1 Corinthians 12:12–14 
61 Colossians 1:18 
62 John 17:20-23 
63 Acts 8:3, 1 Corinthians 1:2, Colossians 1:18 
64 Romans 16:17-18, Galatians 1:6, 1 Timothy 5:12, 2 Timothy 4:3-4, Vincent of Lerins: Commonitory 
65 Ephesians 2:20, 2 Thessalonians 2:15 
66 1 John 1:1 
67 Acts 3:17-23 
68 Luke 1:1-4, Romans 1:1-6, Revelation 1:1-3 
69 1 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 1:6–8, 1 Timothy 3:15, Irenaeus of Lyon - Against Heresies, Book 3, 
Chapter 1.1 
70 Luke 17:20–21, John 4:21–24, John 18:36, Galatians 6:15, 1 John 2:19 
71 Ezekiel 36:26, Matthew 5:8, Romans 10:10, Ephesians 4:4, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 



 

second meaning is that of all who are baptised in Christ, who have not openly denied him nor 

been lawfully and by his Word excommunicated72. This meaning of “Church” corresponds to its 

status in this life in that in it the good are mixed with the evil73. 

V. Of Baptism 

All believers enter the Church through Baptism74, their immersion in water calling on God the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit75. It is the pledge of a clear conscience before 

God76 for the remission of sin77. For if the body is washed but not the mind, it profits nothing78. 

The Holy Spirit either going before or following it falls upon those who believe and without which 

no one can be saved79. 

VI. Of Resurrection 

For just as death entered the world with sin Christ’s conquest over it reaches fruition in the 

resurrection of the dead80. Wherein, the believer is made immortal, incorrupt, and the impulses 

of sin will cease81. They will live forever as Christ now lives having conquered death to rescue 

his church82. This is the hope of the baptised, that those who die in Christ will be raised to be 

with him in the fullness of time83. 

 

72 Matthew 25:14-30 
73 Matthew 13:24–43, Luke 3:17, Luke 13:22-30, Cyril of Jerusalem. Procatechesis 1-2, Fulgentius 
(Pseudo-Augustine). De Fide Ad Petrum Sive De Regula Vera Fidei, John Wycliffe: Trialogus. Book 4. 
Chapter 11. On Threefold Baptism, Jan Hus: The Church. Chapter 3. All Christians Are Not Members Of 
The Church, Thomas Cranmer: Thirteen Articles: Article 5 of the .Augsburg Confession,  
74 John 3:3-6 
75 Matthew 28:16-20, Anonymous: The Didache. Concerning Baptism 
76 1 Peter 3:21 
77 Matthew 26:26, John 1:29, 1 Corinthians 11:24 
78  Matthew 3:2, Matthew 3:11, Acts 5:1-10, Acts 8:9–24, 1 Corinthians 10:1-5, Justin Martyr: First 
Apology. Chapter 61. Christian Baptism, Origen: Against Celsus. Book 3.51, Origen: Commentary on the 
Gospel of John, Book 6. Chapter 17, Cyril of Jerusalem. Procatechesis 1.2,  
79 Acts 10:44-48, Luke 19:1-9, Luke 23:39-43, Tertullian: On Baptism. Chapter 18. Of the Persons to 
Whom, and the Time When, Baptism is to Be Administered, Anonymous: On Rebaptism, John Wycliffe: 
Trialogus. Book 4. Chapter 11. On Threefold Baptism 
80 Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians 15:20-26 
81 Matthew 22:30, Theodore of Mopsuestia: Commentary on the Nicene Creed. Chapter 10 
82 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 5:25-27, 1 Peter 3:18 
83 Romans 6:3-4, 1 Corinthians 15:35–54, 1 Peter 2:21 



 

As Christ was raised in the flesh so shall his Church84. Drawn from every tribe and tongue they 

will be healed85. Bodily will they be raised to see the Lord face to face86. 

VII. Of the World to Come 

The world will pass away87 and a new heavens and new earth will be established under Christ 

whose rule has no end88. Liberated from the curse of sin89 the new creation will shine with 

perfection through communion with the Holy Spirit90. For those in Christ brother will then speak 

peace to sister without confusion, for all are one in Christ, at rest in one light91. 

 

It is impossible to speak or to recount the wealth of Christians, which is infinite and 

incomprehensible92. As in the sea it is impossible to comprehend the measure of its water. As in 

the land it is impossible to understand it's majesty. As in the air it is impossible to know the 

greatness of the stars, or their courses93.  

 

Rejoice therefore and be glad because such an inheritance is prepared for Christians. For the 

inheritance and portion of Christians is God Himself94 who is worthy of all glory and honour and 

power95.  

 

Let glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now 

and ever shall be, world without end.  

 

Amen 

84 1 Corinthians 15:23 
85 Isaiah 53:4-6, Revelation 7:9-17 
86 Matthew 5:8, John 14:8–10, 1 Corinthians 13:12 
87 Mark 13:31, Romans 8:22 
88 Isaiah 66:22, Isaiah 65:17, 2 Peter 3:13,Revelation 21:5 
89 Revelation 22:3 
90 2 Corinthians 3:18, Revelation 21:22-27, Herman Dooyeweerd: The Roots of Western Culture. Chapter 
1: Roots Of Western Culture. Creation, Fall and Redemption. Common Grace 
91 Revelation 22:1-5 
92 1 Corinthians 2:9, James 1:12 
93 Psalm 148 
94 Revelation 21:3, Macarius Of Egypt: Fifty Spiritual Homilies. Homily 34 
95 Revelation 21 


